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ABOUT THE EDITORS
Editorial Board:
Back Row: Dr. Trice (advisor), Erica Jameson, Andrew McEachron, Andre LeBlanc
Front Row: Mindy McKenzie, Elizabeth Metelak, Ashlyn James, Alexandra Schindler, Andrew 
Pagan, Hilda Iorga
Not Pictured: Wyatt Oroke
Hilda Iorga is the executive editor of The Forum as well as a graduate student 
in her second year of the Master of Arts program at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. 
She received the Spencer Wood Memorial Award for the 2010-2011 academic 
year. Hilda holds a Bachelor of Arts in History from the University of California, 
Berkeley and plans to pursue a career in museums or as an editor in the academic 
publishing industry upon completion of her MA. She currently volunteers as 
a docent with the History Center of San Luis Obispo.
Ashlyn James is graduating from California Polytechnic State University, San 
Luis Obispo in June 2012. She majored in History and also earned a minor 
in Studio Art. She is interested in the study of European imperialism, Asian 
History, and Art History. This year she held the position of Fundraising Chair 
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for Phi Alpha Theta and interned in Kennedy Library’s Special Collections 
and University Archives. During her time at Cal Poly she also interned at the 
History Center of San Luis Obispo and worked as a teaching assistant and a 
tutor. Ashlyn enjoys reading, painting, and flameworking. She plans to start Cal 
Poly’s teaching credential program in the fall and hopes to teach high school 
history once she graduates.
Erica Jameson is graduating Spring 2012 with her MA in History.  Her areas 
of interest focus on the American West, and Comparative Genocide Studies. 
She and her amazing teenage offspring live in Cayucos.  Prior to pursuing her 
master’s, she had eight years’ experience teaching U.S. History, and in 2007 
received the “Art of Teaching” award from the Kern High School District.  She 
is the current owner and director of Jameson Ranch Camp, a summer camp for 
children, located in the southern Sierras.  When not reading and researching, 
Erica can be found wave watching in Cayucos, riding horses in the Sierras, or 
exploring international locales.
Andre LeBlanc is a current graduate student at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
where he also received his BA in History in June of 2010. Andre hopes to 
apply his master’s degree towards junior college education and will graduate 
in Fall 2012. His primary areas of interest are in ancient Asian Civilizations 
and early American history. Outside of university life, he enjoys a variety of 
pastimes including racket sports, photography, bargain hunting, surfing, and 
watching rerun episodes of Cheers and The Wonder Years with his lovely wife. 
Andre’s immediate goal is to put his education to use and acquire a full-time 
instructor position in history.
Andrew McEachron is finishing his Master of Arts in History in June 2012. 
He got his Bachelor’s in History with a minor in Religious Studies from Cal 
Poly in 2010.  His areas of study include frontier history and modern American 
History.  He enjoys spending time in the outdoors camping and backpacking 
and is hoping to find a career that can incorporate both his interest in history 
and the outdoors. He also loves hockey, both watching and playing, and has 
spent the last 5 years playing for Cal Poly’s Roller Hockey team.
xMindy McKenzie is a third-year history major who enjoys studying the American 
West and European social history in particular. When she is not debating the 
merits of theses or reading, she devotes a majority of her time training Week 
of Welcome Orientation Leaders, and developing Soar, Summer Orientation, 
as a Crew Lead. She hopes to graduate next spring and delve into a career in 
Student Affairs. Mindy also finds delight in cats, splashing in puddles after a 
rain, and line dancing.
Elizabeth Metelak is a third-year history major with particular interests in 
modern Eastern European history and modern Latin American history, fol-
lowed closely by everything else there is to know. When she decides to give the 
books a rest, she enjoys running, cycling, and building recumbent bicycles out 
of composites materials as a part of Cal Poly’s Human Powered Vehicle Team. 
After she graduates in June, Elizabeth plans on teaching high school social stud-
ies in Connecticut with Teach for America for two years. While she hopes to 
follow this with graduate school, she remains open to whatever life has in store. 
Wyatt Oroke is a third-year history major. He is most interested in genocidal 
studies, with a concentration on genocides occurring in the later half of the 
twentieth century.  Last year Wyatt was awarded the Hilda Heifetz Family 
Scholarship by the Cal Poly History Department. This year Wyatt was also the 
Outreach Chair for Phi Alpha Theta and played a significant role in bringing 
Holocaust survivor Albert Rosa to Cal Poly to speak. Wyatt was a keynote 
speaker at the College of Liberal Arts Academic Day at the beginning of the 
2011-2012 academic year, where he spoke in front of all the incoming College 
of Liberal Arts students. Wyatt has worked as a resident advisor for Trinity Hall 
over the past two years; Trinity is the community associated with the College 
of Liberal Arts. In the future Wyatt plans on working in the Teach for America 
program, and eventually earning a doctorate in both history and education.
Andrew Pagan, known as Ondy to many of his friends, is a third-year his-
tory major who enjoys Modern Southeast Asian History, especially that of 
the Philippines, the politics and cultures of Contemporary China and Japan, 
and theories of power, colonialism, nationalism, masculinity, and narrativity. 
When not thinking about Imagined Communities or critiquing Eurocentrism, 
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he enjoys eating Thai food, spending time with friends, hiking, traveling, and 
embarking on spontaneous adventures.  This year, he served as a group leader 
for Cal Poly’s Week of Welcome Program, Vice President of Cal Poly’s chapter 
of Phi Alpha Theta, a National History Honors Society, and as a member of 
EPIC Christian Fellowship’s CORE leadership team.  Upon graduation, Andrew 
hopes to share the wonders of World History and passive voice-free writing 
with high school students.  
Alexandra Schindler graduated with honors from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
in March 2012, having earned a Bachelor of Arts in History and a minor in 
Global Politics. Heavily involved with the History department, she was chapter 
president of Phi Alpha Theta in the academic year 2011-2012.  Obsessed with 
obtaining all sorts of historical knowledge, her favorite periods/types of his-
tory include Ancient Egypt, World War II, and the nineteenth century Native 
Americans.  Having completed two internships, she is looking forward to the 
future and achieving her dreams of becoming a museum curator and traveling 
the world.
